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Simple answers? They don’t
exist.

Not in the impassioned,
complex debate over qqs1sted
suicide, which has been
brought to a boil by Michigan
pathologist Dr. Jack Kevorki-
an over the past six years.
But in a tangled thicket of
moral and legal issues, where
confrontational emotional heat
i1s the norm, “The Kevorkian
Verdiet” calmly attempts to
shed some light.,

This first-rate edition of
“Frontline,” PBS’s superlative
news documentary series, is a
follow-up to the 1994 Emmy
Award-winning “The Kevorki-
an File.”
with ethi-
cr=ts, legal scholars and doc-
tors, producer Michael Kirk
explores Kevorkian’s contro-
versial role in raising the na-
tional consciousness on the
1=zue of physician-assisted sui-
cide.

Using interviews

“I think he’s turned up the

heat in this debate and in -
some ways will be remem-
bered as the central figure
who made‘America grapple
‘with the question of assisted
suicide and not allow them to
turn away,” says Arthur Cap-
lan, a bioethicist at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, who
opposes physician-assisted sui-
cide.

“The Kevorkian Verdict”
features dramatic footage from
Kevorkian's: most recent trial
at the Oakland County Court-
house in Pontiac, Mich. Pro-
duction of the show was com-
pleted before the trial ended,
s0 “Verdict” is necessanly in-
complete. It does offer exclu-
sive interviews with family
members of Kevorkian’s pa-
tients, as well as Kevorkian’s
own video-taped, occasionally
haunting-discussions with pa-
tients before they committed
suicide.

Even those who sympathize
with Dr. Kevorkian are some-
times uncomfortable with his
tactics. Over the past six

years, making headlines and
rattling the cage of the medn-
cal establishment, Kevorkian
has been present for 28 sui-
cides.

“I really think he needs to
stop doing what he’s doing. I
think whatever good he’s done
in terms of raising public '
awareness of the issue is
done,” says Dr. Timothy Quill
of the University of Rochester
Medical School, and a leading
advocate of legalizing physi-
cian-assisted suicide. '

“I think what (Dr. Kevmkl-
an) can do now.is sxmply
harm, he’s going to add to the
polarization,” Quill says. “He’s
going to be an eéxample of the
worst-case scenario of a mav-
erick doctor acting on his
own.”

“The Kevorkian Verdict”
serves as an excellent, dispas-
sionate primer on an agoniz-
ing topic that isn’t going to
fade away.

(c¢) 1996, Knight-Ridder
Newspapers
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It's probably fitting that Paul

debut as the eighth “Doctor
Who,” is from Liverpool.

Not only were four more fa-
mous Liverpudlians once guest
stars on the long-running BBC
series that inspired tonight’s
movie (they performed “Ticket
to Ride” in a 1965 episode), but
the fanfare in Britain that
greeted McGann’s casting is

accompanied the Fab Four’s
every move.

There was “a huge brouhaha”
when the announcement was
made in December,
Gann in a phone interview last

Canada at the time,” getting
ready to shoot the two-hour
movie that airs tonight on Fox.
Relatives, he said, sent him
copy of the front-page editorials
that heralded the choice, one
McGann himself still doesn’t
completely understand.

“I wouldn’t have approached
me to play Doctor Who,” said
the actor, whose past work has
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mostly been in feature films
(“Alien 3,” “The Three Muske-
teers”) and the London stage.
And the prospect of a possible
five-year commitment (tonight’s
movie is a pilot) was “kind of
scary,” he said.

McGann, 36, was only a tod-
dler when “Doctor Who,” the
chronicles of a renegade Time
Lord who travels through space

and time, premiered on the BBC

in November 1963. While he

McGann, who tonight makes his

reminiscent of the fuss that once

recalled Mc-

week. “I was surprised. I was in

NTERTAINMENT

Paul McGann is eighth ‘Doctor Who’
this time in

two-hour Fox movie

might not have considered him-
self a Whovian, he was familiar
with the series.

“In Britain you couldn’t really
miss it,” he said. “Everybody’s
seen it. Even if they’re not fans,
it’s as common as the news.”

And taken just as seriously.

A minor scandal erupted dur-
ing the filming in Vancouver,
McGann said, when a London
newspaper got hold of a daily
plot summary. In one scene, Mc-
Gann’s co-star, Daphne Ash-
brook, who plays the latest of
the Doctor’s female companions,
Grace Holloway, is supposed to
hit the Doctor over the head.
(It's OK, she’s possessed at the
time.)

The plot summary, McGann
said, read, “Grace bonks the
doctor,” which in Canada is fair-
ly innocuous, but in Britain it
means the noble art of lovemak-
ing.”

Oops.

“Within 48 hours, thlS had
made the papers in Britain,”
and fans, he said, were not
amused.

The Doctor is famously celi-
bate, a choice McGann agrees
with, even though he’s the first
of the Doctors to have an on-
screen kiss — at least one that
gets shown.

In the ’70s, he said, the Doc-
tor played by Tom Baker got
married to his assistant in a
two-episode arc, “but then they
got cold feet and never aired it.”

His own kiss with Grace, he
insists, “was very chaste” (al-
though viewers may disagree).

“She happens to be six inches
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from his mouth at the time so
he kisses her,” he said.

“The Doctor’s a child,” he
said. “I think sex is out of place
for this character ... There ave
bigger things to think about,
there are more burning pas-
sions.”

McGann’s own favorite Doctor
was the first, William Hartnell.

“He was very tall and he had
this shock of white hair ... and
he was really stern, a cantan-
kerous old bugger,” he said,
adding it’s “the short-tempered,
less easy-going side of the char-
acter that I think might be
worth reinstating.”

While McGann admits to
some worries about typecasting,
“I have a family” (he and his
wife, Anne, an artist, live 100
miles from London with sons
aged 5 and 7) and playing the
Doctor could be “steady work,”
he said.

At least one former James
Bond might not agree.

As McGann’s predecessor, Syl-
vester McCoy (who appears to-
night as Doctor No. 7) “kindly
remarked to me, ‘You could be
the George Lazenby of Time
Lords, famous for two hours.”

DOCTOR WHO
7 p.m. tonight
Fox

You can reach Ellen Gray by
e-mail at elgray(at)phillynews.-
com, by fax at 215-854-5852 or
by mail at the Philadelphia
Daily News, Box 7788, Philadel-
phia, Pa. 19101.

(c) 1996, Knight-Ridder News-
papers.

‘Doctor Who’?
Some facts

The longest-running science
fiction series in the world re-
turns tonight as a two-hour
movie on Fox.

No, not “Star Trek.”

“Doctor Who.”

Who?

Unless you're already a
Whovian, weaned on PBS re-
runs of the BBC series and
doomed to wander the Internet
forever in search of fellow trav-
elers, you may want to bone up
on some facts and figures about
the renegade Time Lord from
the planet Gallifrey:

—Number of years “Doctor
Who” played on the BBC: 26,
starting in 1963. Tonight’s
movie will be the 695th install-
ment.

—Number of hearts pumping
blood through the Doctor's body:
Two. (He also has a bypass res-
piratory system — whatever
that is — and a body tempera-
ture of 60 degrees.)

—Number of lives granted a
Time Lord: 13. Like the Super
Mario Brothers, Doctor Who can
take a licking and keep on tick-
ing.

(¢) 1996, Knight-Ridder News-
papers.
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